FIRE SAFETY SYSTEMS AND "TRADE-OFFS"
• A trade-off is the relaxation of certain parts of building and fire safety codes because the presence of fire sprinklers is perceived to be "enough" to protect the building. An example would be requiring lower levels of fire rated materials and increasing travel distance to exit doors. • Active safety systems are those that actively "fight" the fire -such as fire sprinklers. • Passive systems are those that are already in place that make it harder for a fire to spread, such as fireresistant doors, higher-rated walls, smoke dampers, and more. • It is important to think of fire safety in a holistic way, with redundant systems in place to prevent tragedy.
NASFM unequivocally endorses fire sprinklers, which have revolutionized fire safety, and are extremely effective life-saving devices, protecting both potential victims and first responders. However, they are not the only factor when it comes to fire safety. It is important that we understand how sprinklers interact with other fire safety systems and building elements.
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